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______________________________________________________________________________________ MARCH 1983 __ 
MOBILIZING FOR ANIMALS 
Our tax dollars support the research done at seven regional 
primate centers. Thousands of primates such as this one are 
part of a system of experimentation in existence over 20 years. 
In the few minutes you take to read this article, several 
thousand animals will die in laboratories around the 
nation. In fact, three animals die in a laboratory every 
second. 
There is more here than just death, however. Live 
animals used as "research tools" are commonly burned, 
poisoned, starved, irradiated, stressed, surgically mut-
ilated, kept in isolation, deprived of sleep, and kept in 
restraining devices for months on end. Because 
anesthesia and pain-killing drugs are often not legally 
required, much experimentation is performed without 
them. Further, there is a high degree of needless 
duplication as no comprehensive information-retrieval 
system exists that gives ready access to experimental 
records. Even though the scientific value of many pro-
grams is dubious, massive public funding (your tax dollars) 
is easily obtained for animal experimentation. 
In October 1981, Mobilization for Animals announced 
that mass protest rallies against primate centers would be 
held simultaneously on April 24, 1983, World Day for 
Laboratory Animals. The West Coast site of one of these 
demonstrations will be at the University of California in 
Davis, which itself receives public funding of over 
$4,000,000 annually. Three other demonstrations are 
planned in other parts of the United States-the Yerkes 
Primate Center in Atlanta, Georgia; the Wisconsin 
Regional Primate Center in Madison; and the New 
England Regional Primate Center in Southboro, 
Massachusetts. 
The Humane Society of the United States is one of the 
major organizations supporting the Mobilization for 
Animals with funding, staff support, and publications. 
(continued page 2) 
ATROCITY IN ABERDEEN 
"Out of sight- out of mind." That was the conclusion of 
WCRO Investigator Eric Sakach in summing up his feelings 
after investigating citizens' complaints over the totally 
inadequate animal control program in Aberdeen, Idaho. 
"Fortunately for the animals and the public, what was 
wrong with the operation in Aberdeen wasn't altogether 
invisible," said Sakach, who traveled to the small, 
agriculturally-dependent community in Southeast Idaho 
in mid-November to check the complaints. "Thankfully, 
there were citizens who cared enough to complain about 
the inhumane conditions for the animals and the 
apparent lack of concern for the public's health and 
safety." (continued page 2) 
Mobilizing . . . (continued from page 1) 
Participation in the mobilization takes on an inter-
national flavor with demonstrations planned in other 
countries around the world. It will make April 24th the day 
of the largest mass demonstration in the entire history of 
animal welfare. 
The primate center action will be legal and peacefut 
but will show the public and legislators the moral outrage 
that can be aroused by focusing on a single aspect of 
animal cruelty. It will emphasize unity among animal 
welfare supporters to ending laboratory animal ex-
ploitation and suffering. 
Goals of Mobilization include setting humane standards 
for housing and transportation; establishing an immediate 
policy that all primate centers give anesthesia and anal-
gesics in every case where there is actual or potential pain; 
a phase out of all redundent experiments for which 
alternatives to live animal use exist; and complete closure 
of the Oregon Regional Primate Center (Beaverton, 
Oregon) and the Delta Regional Primate Center 
(Covington, Louisiana) for reasons of relative inaccessi-
bility, high disease and mortality rates, and duplication of 
work. A complete statement of objectives of the Mobili-
zation of Animals is available from our office. 
John Hoyt, President of The HSUS, said, "The HSUS is 
proud and pleased to be one of several major supporters 
of this initial activity of Mobilization for Animals. But our 
participation as an organization is only as effective as our 
success in enlisting the personal support and participation 
or our members in this historic event." 
An up-to-the-minute mailing on the precise locations, 
times, and activities to take place at each location will be 
mailed to all HSUS members in late March. If you wish to 
begin planning now to attend one of the mass 
demonstrations, get in touch with one of the Mobilization 
for Animals coordinators for information on trans-
portation, accommodations, and activities. 
The western region coordinators are Carol Gage and 
Virginia Handley. Contact them at 1008 10th Street, Box 
513, Sacramento, CA 95814, or phone (916) 488-0181 for 
detailed information about participating, or use the 
coupon on page 3 and we will see that you receive 
complete information. 
Aberdeen . . . (continued from page 1) 
The conditions that Sakach encountered in his in-
vestigation were shocking. An old, dilapidated railroad 
boxcar situated in a gravel pit on the outskirts of town 
served as the animal shelter. Except for the muffled 
barking noises that came from the unidentified, weather-
beaten structure and the accumulations of excrement and 
discarded dog food bags, there was little indication it 
contained any life. 
There was life inside, however. Impounded dogs and 
puppies were living in cramped wood and chicken-wire 
cages in complete darkness, without heat or proper 
ventilation. A half-empty sack of dry dog chow was found 
in a corner, and food and water dishes were nothing but 
filthy, chewed-up plastic bowls. 
This is where Aberdeen's unwanted, stray dogs were 
held until their 72-hour holding period expired. After 
that, the dogs would be taken to an area identified by 
signs as the "Dead Animal Pit" at the city dump. Sakatch 
observed that the "pit" was a mass open grave, measuring 
approximately 20 feet by 4 feet, where according to 
officials, each dog was held by the nap of the neck, shot in 
the back of the head, and allowed to fall on the heap of 
animals killed previously. 
The investigator discovered a pile of recently-killed 
dogs and puppies heaped among dead livestock, animal 
limbs, and skeletal remains of other animals. Significantly, 
he found more dead dogs along the dump road and near 
junked vehicles nearly 100 feet from the pit. The find led 
him to believe that some of the dogs that had been shot 
may have crawled out of the pit before they actually died. 
To establish evidence, Sakach photographed all areas 
of concern before meeting with local officials. They 
consisted of a representative from the Aberdeen Police 
Department, the newly-hired dog catcher, and Mayor 
Maurine Driscoll. 
Sakatch reviewed his observations with the officials and 
explained what corrective action was necessary. Although 
citing economic problems as a major impediment, Mayor 
Driscoll agreed to immediately suspend animal control 
services except in emergencies and promised that 
arrangements would be made for a veterinarian to 
humanely euthanize any unclaimed, impounded dogs. 
Sakach, in turn, promised to assist officials further and he 
supplied them with enough information and materials to 
begin a public education program concentrating on 
responsible pet ownership and ways to increase licensing, 
update the local ordinance, and maintain better records. 
Later Sakach met with Jim Moldenhauer, Director of 
Animal Control for the City of Pocatello, approximately 30 
miles from Aberdeen. Moldenhauer was helpful in 
offering additional assistance from his agency, which is 
modern and properly equipped. 
Following the field trip to Aberdeen, a Report of 
Observations with Recommendations was forwarded to 
officials. The WCRO will keep the file on Aberdeen active 
until a follow-up visit is made to ensure compliance with 
all state anti-cruelty laws and health and safety require-
ments for the public and animal control personnel. 
WCRO has now received information about similiar 
situations in other small cities in Idaho. Plans have 
therefore been made to devote more time and attention 
to animal control work in that state. 
DIRECTOR'S DESK 
Eric Sakach and I attended the 
Mobilization for Animals (MFA) 
planning meeting in Davis, Cali-
fornia on January 20. About 75 
interested activists from the public 
and various groups were there. 
MFA's Richard Morgan spoke and made the 
point that, unless the turnouts are large at the mass 
demonstrations on April 24, we will be sending a 
message to the research community- not of public 
outrage, but of apathy. We encourage you and 
members from any group to which you belong to 
attend. (See page 1.) Please fill out and mail the 
coupon on page 3. 
This will be a busy legislative year and, because 
there will be a number of bills introduced in the 
legislatures of the West Coast states, we will be doing 
an entire issue devoted to legislation. All members 
on our computer list, not just those on our special 
active legislative list, will be sent a copy. 
Congratulations, Graduates 
Last year's Academy (see article in the Spring/Summer 
1982 WCRO REPORT) was so successful The HSUS agreed 
to bring it back to the West Coast in 1983. The 80-hour, 
accredited training program for humane officers and 
animal control officers was held February 7-18 at Peninsula 
Humane Society's Education Building in San Mateo, 
California. 
The Animal Control Academy is an ongoing program 
of The HSUS, in cooperation with the University of 
Alabama Law Enforcement Academy, and offers some of 
the finest training available anywhere. In addition to the 
standard course of study taught by recognized authorities, 
this year's registrants attended a seminar given by noted 
animal behaviorist Dr. Michael Fox, in which major areas 
of animal exploitation were reviewed. Not suprisingly, 
students again scored higher than average on their final 
examinations and came away with a deeper understanding 
of their responsibilities and ways to deal with today's 
animal problems. 
Workshops Scheduled for '83 
The Humane Society of the United States will hold a 
two-day Leadership Workshop on May 13 & 14 in Fresno, 
CA at the Fresno Hilton Hotel. This will be the first 
Leadership Workshop held by The HSUS on the West 
Coast since 1979. Featured speakers will be HSUS staff 
members John Hoyt, President; Phyllis Wright, Vice 
President for Companion Animals; Frantz Dantzler, 
Director of Investigations; and Kathy Savesky, Director of 
The National Association for the Advancement of Humane 
Education. THIS WORKSHOP IS A MUST FOR ANYONE 
WORKING WITH ANIMALS. (continued page 4) 
Assistance to local Agencies 
Benefits Animals and People 
The HSUS gives assistance to local humane society and 
governmental animal control operations through many 
programs and services. By working to upgrade local 
programs, the WCRO has not only come to be known as a 
credible resource in helping to solve problems facing 
today's communities, but also helped to improve condi-
tions for millions of animals. 
Comprehensive inspections and evaluations of shelter-
ing facilities, reporting findings with recommendations for 
improvements to officials, have proved to be a successful 
means of improving standards of care for animals and 
providing a quality service for the public. Studies of local 
operations by the HSUS have led to increased funding for 
the local agency, better training for personnel modern 
equipment, rewritten animal control ordinances, and new 
spay and neuter services. 
Based on the premise that there will always be a need to 
improve, the only prerequisite for local agencies to 
receive assistance is to be capable of requesting it. "While 
we still receive requests from citizens' groups (see 
Aberdeen - cover article) and grand juries to conduct 
investigations or inspections of agencies with question-
able or substandard programs or services," says WCRO 
Investigator Eric Sakach, "we have noticed a dramatic 
increase in the number of agency directors asking for 
evaluations of their own facilities in order to improve the 
quality of care and service. In fact, we are so inundated 
with requests of this nature that studies have been 
scheduled well into 1983." Sakach said. 
Sakach has recently completed studies on three 
separate animal control programs and sheltering facilities 
at the request of agency officials. They include the City of 
Las Vegas (Nevada) Animal Care and Control Center; the 
Placer County Division of Animal Control; and a follow-
up inspection of Mendocino County's animal control 
program in Ukiah, California. 
Inspections were also conducted at the Humane Society 
of the Chaffey Community and Upland Animal Control in 
southern California. Finally, officials in Merced County 
notified the HSUS that they will no longer release 
impounded animals for research and the Alameda, 
California Police Department has requested HSUS shelter 
plans to build a new shelter there. 
i----------------------------------·---------------------1 
I Please fill out coupon, clip and send to: HSUS/WCRO i 
I Mobilization, 1713 J St., #305, Sacramento, CA 95814 1 
I I 
i D I support the objectives of the Mobilization for Animals. J 
I D I will write a letter to the editor of my local newspaper. I 
Ill D I I would like to receive more information about the 
1 Mobilization for Animals. 
D I plan to attend the Primate Mass Mobilization at the 
California Regional Primate Research Center 
on April 24. 2983. 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Companion Animals for the 
Elderly and HSUS Assistance 
to Agencies are Topics 
in Arizona and Utah 
The Arizona Department of Economic Security, Aging 
and Adult Adminstration joined with other groups in 
sponsoring a conference on companion animals for the 
elderly in Phoenix. Char Drennon was a featured speaker. 
She spoke on "Regulatory Action Affecting Companion 
Animals in Housing for the Elderly." 
Drennon met with Senator Greg Lunn of Arizona after 
the program. Senator Lunn had promised the conference 
attendees he would introduce legislation to help elderly 
keep their pets. Drennon made several suggestions to the 
senator on how to strengthen the bill and make it more 
effective by incorporating language from a New York bill. 
She also offered to contact HSUS Arizona members with 
the information and to seek their help in passing this 
important legislation. 
In January, Erick Sakach was a guest speaker at the Winter 
Conference of the Utah Animal Control Officers Associ-
ation in Salt Lake City. He spoke on HSUS programs and 
services and described how HSUS advises on cruelty cases 
and works with local officials to upgrade animal control 
operations. 
Workshops ... (continued from page 3) 
The Leadership Workshop will be preceded by a one-
day (May 12) Western Humane Educators' Association 
Workshop. Central California SPCA will co-host the 
WHEA Workshop with The HSUS West Coast Regional 
Office. The workshop program will be varied to offer 
segments of interest to beginning and advanced 
educators. 
For more information on these workshops, contact The 
HSUS West Coast Regional Office. 
The Humane Society of 
the United States 
West Coast Regional Office 
1713 J Street, Suite 305 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Reflect for a moment ... 
how can I help animals even when 
I no longer share their world .. .? 
By your bequest for animal protection to The Humane Society 
of the United States. 
Your will can provide for animals after you're gone. 
Naming The HSUS demonstrates your lasting commitment to 
animal welfare and strengthens the Society for this task. 
We will be happy to send information about our animal 
programs and material which will assist in planning a will. 
Please send: Will information 
Name------------------
Address _________________ _ 
City _________ State ____ Zjp, ___ _ 
Mail in confidence to: Murdaugh S. Madden, Vice Presi-
dent/General Counsel, The Humane Society of the linited States, 
2100 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. 
·--------------------------------------------------------------
The HSUS West Coast Regional Office serves California, 
Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington. Requests for 
assistance should be addressed to Charlene Drennon, West 
Coast Regional Director, 1713 J St., Suite 305, Sacramento, CA 
95814 (916-447-3295). All contributions made to the HSUS 
West Coast Regional Office will be used for regional 
purposes and are tax-deductible. 
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